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was supported by the  Whigs,  who  In   domestic politics were the  friends of   civil   and  religious freedom.     He   superseded  the  overbearing  and bigoted Nottingham, and he had so high a reputation for sobriety of thought and action, that Go-dolphin might reasonably expect that by securing him as a member of his administration he  had definitely attached to his middle party one who, if nominally a Tory,  would  carry with him  the moderate members of that party without offending the Whigs, on whom he could most steadily rely. Nor would   Godolphin   have   been   disappointed if he   had   not underestimated   the   violence   of partisanship and the bitterness of party hostility, as well   as   the   influence  of   the   Queen.      An uncertain  and obscure   political   factor,   she   was neither stupid nor spiritless.    She was impressed with the idea of the sovereign's personal responsibility, but she was greatly under the influence of those around her.    Her mind was neither resolute nor quick; she was affected by constant ill-health, and   the   only consistent   political   motive  which influenced  her was  a predilection  for  the  High Church party, which necessarily produced a dislike of the Whigs, identified as  they were with  the Nonconformists.     It  is  needless   to  attempt   to apportion   minutely how  much  of each   political action of the Queen belonged to her initiative or to the advice and the support of her immediate